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In Ancient Plagues and Modern Conflicts

- the superficial and the sublime converge,
1200 words of ubiquitous news headlines un-
ravel silently and recede into the backdrop
of nature.

Twelve minutes of unsettling silence accen-
tuates the mesmerizing effect of the rolling
blockbuster Star Wars style script. Tantalizing
momentary, glimpses of nature are offered
and then swallowed and obscured again
by the text. Between the text and image a
visual and cognitive tension develops. The
aesthetic of nature is over written with a loss
of confidence in human nature.

The narrative of apocalyptic headlines con-
flates global issues concerned with natural
and manmade phenomena, geopoalitics,
technology, and science. The contempo-
rary town crier's announcements and dec-
larations range from the preposterous and
alarmist, to sagacious and judicious. Presen-
tation mimics the unrelenting printing presses
as they simultaneously churn out these
contradictions. Absurd, dire, alarmist warn-
ings of Rampaging silkworms; Monster crabs
on the march.., Atfack on nuclear plant...,
combine with exuberant heralding ...break-
through in the treatment of cancer, ..proof
of solar systems like ours, and the power of
living cells.

An inconclusive narrative, it reflects the
unrelenting pervasiveness, and conflicting
positions of media saturated existence. Anxi-
ety and confusion are implicit, and with the
visual and textual contradictions embody
the subject of Ancient Plagues and Modern
Conflicts — the simplistic rhetoric of fear.

In the context of the exhibition “Tactics of
Fear-Catharsis in Art”, this is a trait shared
with the abstract phrase war on terror.

—-Rosengren, M. *Ancient Plagues and Modern Con-
flicts”. Tactics against Fear - Creativity as Catharsis.
Comp. and Ed. Krishnabhakdi-Vasilakis, F. Wollongong
NSW: University of Wollongong, 2007. 9.



